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Public  Health  Department, 

Ad  is  combe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HEi'E.VORTH, 

Nr.  Pontefract. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr • Chairman,  Mrs.  DayldLn  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and 
consideration  a report  on  the  health  and  health  services  of  your 
district  during  the  year  1954.  I have  also  included  certain  details 
of  the  personal  health  services  administered  by  me  as  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  for  the  West  Riding  County  Council  so  that  you  may 
have  a full  and  comprehensive  report  of  the  work  done  in  your  area 
during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Following  the  practice  of  previous  years  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  included  and  is  complementary  to 
this  import* 

The  estimated  mid  year  population  has  increased  by  110  to 
13,780  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
had  increased  by  97  to  3,991. 

There  were  281  live  births  compared  with  311  in  1953,  and 
6 still  births  compared  with  5 in  1953  and  8 in  1952. 

The  encouraging  fall  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the 
past  two  years  has  been  maintained,  this  year’s  figure  of  7 comparing 
favourably  with  11  in  1953  and  19  in  1952. 

Unfortunately  there  was  one  maternal  death  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  has  shown  a marked 
fall  to  283  compared  with  388  in  the  previous  year.  The  rise  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  reported  in  1953  has  been  remarkably 
reversed,  only  8 cases  having  occurred  and  happily  only  1 case  of 
non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  reported,  compared  with  3 paralytic 
and  2 non-paralytic  in  1953. 

3 cases  of  malaria  were  notified,  all  in  Servicemen  recently 


returned  from  overseas  service  in  malarial  areas 


' 


' 


The  increase  in  the  numbers  receiving  protection  against 
diphtheria  by  immunisation  has  continued  in  1954  and  in  your  district 
no  case  of  diphtheria  Occurred  during  the  year.  Whooping  cough 
immunisation  also  increased  but,  unfortunately,  vaccination  against 
smallpox  shoved  a marked  decline. 

In  the  Home  help  service,  despite  an  increase  of  260  hours  for 
the  Divisional  area,  the  demand  continued  to  exceed  the  available 
supply.  This  demand  was  greatest  among  the  aged  in  the  community 
and  only  by  restricting  the  number  of  hours  allotted  to  each  house- 
hold has  it  been  possible  to  increase  the  number  of  cases  receiving 
very  limited  assistance  from  46  in  1953  to  87  this  year. 

In  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service  the  number  of  home 
confinements  fell  from  199  in  1953  to  152  while  hospital  confinements 
rose  to  136,  compared  with  108  in  1953.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
increasing  demand  by  expectant  mothers  for  hospital  confinement  and 
a greater  number  of  available  maternity  beds  . 

The  Home  Nursing  and  Health  visiting  services  have  maintained 
their  customary  high  standards  of  work  and  the  after  care  arrange- 
ments under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Act  have  been 
satisfactory. 

As  in  previous  years  I have  been  very  conscious  of  the  interest 
and  support  of  the  work  of  my  department  shown  by  the  Chairman  and 
-fembe rs  of  the  Health  Committee.  In  thanking  them  I do  so  not  as 
a mere  formality  but  as  a genuine  expression  of  appreciation  and  I 
would  wish  also  to  include  all  officials  of  the  other  departments 
for  their  full  co-operation  at  all  times. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  loyal  support  and  excellent  work 
during  the  year. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J <>S  • KAUlUiiV, 

M»B»,  Ch  • B • , D.P  *H . 

Medical  Officer  of'  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29421585 
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PART  ONE* 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  of  the  District 


4163  acres . 


Rateable  Value  £59,762 

Product  of  penny  rate  £230 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

population  (mid  1954)  13.780 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  31  .12.54  3,991 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

LIVE:  Legitimate 

132 

133 

265 

Illegitimate 

7 

9 

16 

139 

142 

281 

STILL:  Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

4 

2 

6 

TOTAL  BIRTHS: 

143 

145 

287 

CRUDE  RATES: 

Live  Births  - 20 .4  per 

1000  estimated  population 

• 

Still  Births  - 2o  .9  per 

1000  total  births 

• 

Illegitimate  - 58.2  per 

1000  total  births 

• 

DEATHS  . 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  age  groups  (including 

Southmoor  Hospital) 

All  age  groups  (excluding 

196 

135 

331 

Southmoor  Hospital) 

82 

66 

148 

Infants  under  1 year 

6 

1 

7 

Infants  under  4 weeks 

4 

1 

5 

Maternal 

1 

1 

CRUDE  RATES. 

All  age  groups  (including 

- 24.0  per  1000 

estimated  population 

Southmoor  Hospital) 

All  age  groups  (excluding 

- 10.9  per  1000 

estimated  population 

Southmoor  Hospital) 
Infants  under  1 year 

24.9  per  1000 

related 

live  births  , 

Infants  under  4 weeks 

- 17.8  per  1000 

related 

live  births  . 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following 

table 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

4 

13 

1'Jklignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

8 

- 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

6 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  other  sites 

21 

14 

35 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

51 

19 

70 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

11 

10 

21 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

12 

22 

34 

Other  circulatory  disease 

15 

12 

27 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

11 

4 

15 

Bronchitis 

8 

5 

13 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

2 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

pregnancy,  childbirth 

- 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

25 

22 

47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

Su  icide 

— 

2 

2 

196 

135 

331 

This  table  includes  all  deaths  occurring  in  Southmoor  Hospital# 
Malignant  growths  of  various  organs  and  diseases  of  heart  and 
circulation  account  for  222  of  the  total  of  331  deaths. 
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BIFAl'i'T  MORTALITY. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  classified  into  age  groups :- 


Age 

Group 

s 

Totals 

Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1 wk 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

-i^r 

xnth 

mth 

mth 

9-12 

mth 

M 

F 

Tot 

Prematurity 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Haemorrhagic 

disease 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Cerebral 

haemorrhage 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

5 

1 

1 

_ 

6 

1 

7 

The  encouraging  fall  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths  noted  in 
the  report  for  1953  has  been  maintained,  the  total  deaths  having 
fallen  from  11  to  7 . 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

1954 

19531 

1952  . 

1951. 

1950 

Urban  District  (adjusted) 

19.0 

23.9 

20.6 

24.7 

21.6 

'Vest  Riding 

15.1 

16  .0 

15.7 

15.8 

16.3 

England  S'  Wales 

15.2 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

15.8 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

Urban  District 

20.9 

15.8 

29.1 

25.3 

45.1 

7Yest  Riding 

25.9 

24.7 

24.6 

26.0 

24  .0 

England  t,  'Vales 

DEATH  RATE. 

23  .4 

22.4 

22.6 

23  .0 

' 

Urban  District  (adjusted) 

(including  Southmoor  IIosp) 
Urban  District  (adjusted) 

28.8 

28.3 

— 

— 

- 

(excluding  Southmoor) 

13.1 

12  .2 

12  .0 

14  .4 

15.1 

West  Riding 

11 .9 

12.1 

12  .0 

12  .7 

11 .8 

England  & Wales 

11.3 

11 .4 

11.3 

12  .5 

11 .6 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

Urban  District 

24.9 

35.4 

71.2 

22.2 

54.5 

West  Riding 

28  .0 

29.3 

30  .0 

31.8 

35 .0 

England  & -Yales 

25.5 

26.8 

27  .6 

29.6 

29.8 
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PART - TWO  . 

INFECTIOUS  AMD  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  diseases 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  TOWNSHIPS. 


i 

1 

i 

l Townships 

i 

1 

T 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

'S) 

d 

o 

O 

to 

d 

ri 

P-l 

o 

o 

jg 

co 

rH 

CO 

c5 

‘Sj 

d 

■H 

d 

o 

CD 

d 

£ 

A 

•H 

rH 

o 

Ph 

O 

•H 

& 
i — l 

g5 

% 

(0 

•rH 

i — I 
£ 

0 

>. 
t — i 

d 

d 

GJ 

1 

§ 

d 

p 

r±  ° 

d d 

O -H 

O £ 
O 1— ■ 
o 
o 
to 
d 
•H 
d 

F=-t 

d 

•H 

X 

© 

d 

r * 

"d 

rH 

d 

d 

© 

Oi 

d 

© 

d 

Oh 

j Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

, .3 

d w 

0 O 

P P 
-*  d 
^4  © 

u 

d 

>>  O 

& ^ 

§ l 

M b 

d o 

PH  s 

Malaria 

w 

rH 

d 

P 

o 

E-i 

I HEMS  WORTH 

10 

8 

156 

16 

1 

1 

1 

- 

6 

4 

- 

203 

: 

, FITZWJLLIAM 
! 

2 

- 

10 

10 

- 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

33 

KINSLEY  | 

2 

35 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

47 

TOTALS 

14 

8 

201 

28 

_ 

1 

1 

5 

7 

8 

7 

3 

283  1 

CASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH . 


l 

i 

Diseases 

J anuary 

February 

March 

Apri  1 

May  ; 

| June 

July 

August 

| September 

r 

d 

© 

p 

o 

p 

o 

o 

November 

December 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

2 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

2 

4 

14 

Who oping  Cough 

5 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Q 

Ivfe  as  le  s 

- 

- 

1 

8 

22 

76 

68 

8 

2 

1 

15 

201 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

28 

Acute  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis  ; 
Paralytic 

_ 

j Non-paralytic 

- 

"" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

i 

I Ivfeningoc  occal 
Infection 

•M 

1 

,r 

.. 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

1 

1 

i 

- 

r- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Erys  ipelas 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

8 

Tuberculosis  ; 
Pulmonary 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

N on- p u lmonar  y 

- 

Malaria 

■ 1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

3 

i Totals 

16 

5 

8 

12 

15 

25 

80 

72  ! 

11 

7 

9 

23 

283  j 
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CASES  CLASSIFIED  INTO  AGE  GROUPS. 


i 

1 

! 

"Under  5 years 

CO 

li 

<3 

& 

rH 

l 

LD 

CO 

¥ 

% 

f 

in 

(H 

CO 

b 

$ 

i 

U3 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

rH 

0 

& 

«=d 

co 

1 — 1 
c5 
.»*> 

O 

cH 

Pne  umoni a 

6 

6 

9 

3 

3 

1 

28 

Dysentery 

- 

5 

1 

1 

- 

- 

7 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

4 

3 

- 

8 

Itfeningoc  occal  Infection 

r 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

- 

- 

5 

2 

- 

- 

7 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Malaria 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Totals 

i 

. 

6 

12 

24 

10 

6 

1 

59 

j-i 

> 

a 

-p 

0 

i — ! 

b 

o 

CO 

0 

O 

O 

fciO 

Pi 

•H 

ft 

O 

O 

A 

•H 

rH 

O 

P* 

o 

•H 

-e 

K 3 

rH 

*H 

cS 

Ph 

s myelitis 
N on-  paralytic} 

w 

0 

1 — 1 

CO 

oS 

Diphtheria 

Totals 

Under  1 year 

- 

2 

- 

- 

5 

- 

7 

1 - years 

2 

1 

- 

- 

53 

- 

56 

3-4  years 

7 

1 

- 

- 

68 

- 

76 

5-9  years 

4 

4 

- 

1 

74 

- 

83 

10  - 14  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

15  - 24  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

25  years  and  over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

14 

8 

1 

201 

224 

The  substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases  reported  in  1953  has  been  even  more  marked  this 
year,  the  number  having  fallen  from  388  to  283.  There  were  2ol  cases 
of  measles,  compared  with  139  in  1953  but  only  8 notified  cases  of 
whooping  cough.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia 
from  90  to  8 has  been  the  most  important  item  in  this  section. 
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Tuberculosis  » 


The  following  table  summarises  the  particulars  contained 
in  the  Tuberculosis  Register:- 


Number  of  Cases 
on  Register  . 

Respiratory 

M F 

N on- Re  s pir  ator  y 

M F 

— 

Total 

As  at  1st  January, 

1954 

51 

41 

14 

17 

123 

Mew  cases  added 
during  1954 

7 

2 

1 

- 

10 

Removed  during  1954 
through 

(a)  Death 

3 

1 

4 

(b)  Recovered 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Removed  from 
district 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Totals  at  31st 
December,  1954. 

54 

41 

14 

17 

126 

Mew  notifications 

dur ing 

the  year 

total  lQ  compared 

with 

17  in  1953,  and  30  in  1952  . 


VACC  BTAT ION . 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  1954  is  as  follows  ;- 


Age  at  date  of 

Under 

15  and 

vaccination . 

One 

1-2 

2-4 

5-14 

over 

Total 

Primary  vaccination 

50 

1 

i 1 

2 

3 

1 

57 

Re- vac  c mati  on 

- 

- 

- 

11 

11 

Regrettably  the  number  of  successful  vaccinations,  both 
primary  and  re-vaccinat ion,  has  fallen  this  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

0-4  years  5 - 14  years  Total 


Mo.  of  children  who 
completed  a full  initial 

course  during  1954.  168  47  215 

No.  of  children  who 
received  "Booster” 

injections  during  1954  19  88  107 

There  has  been  a further  increase  of  340  in  the  number  of 
children  now  considered  to  be  protected. 
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WHOOPHTG  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

0-4  years  5 - 14  years  Total 


No.  of  children  who 


completed  a full  initial 
course  during  1954. 

178 

- 

178 

Total  No.  of  children  now 
considered  protected 

425 

24 

449 

The  number  of  children  now  considered  to  be  protected  has 
risen  to  449  compared  with  271  in  1953. 


PART  III. 


PATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  three  Health  Visitors  in  the 
district  during  1954  were  as  f ollcws 


To  expectant  mothers 
To  children  under  1 year 
To  children  1 - 5 years 
To  Tuberculous  cases 
Others 

Totals  : 

As  in  previous  years  all  babies 
visited.  The  total  number  of  visits 
1953  to  8,560. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 


First  Visits  Total  Visits 


47 

105 

283 

2,067 

— 

3,539 

— 

157 

- 

2,692 

330 

8,560 

born  during  the  year  have  been 
has  increased  from  6,37o  in 


These  are  held  weekly  at  Hemsworth  and  Fitz\villiam  with  a 
doctor  and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance.  508  children  made  2,846 
visits  during  the  year. 

At  this  point  in  my  report  it  has  become  my  custom  and  I 
welcome  the  opportunity  to  thank  the  clinic  voluntary  workers  for 
their  very  valuable  assistance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  clinics 
during  the  year  . 

An  Ultra  Violet  Ray  clinic  was  held  three  tines  per  week  at 
Hemsworth  and  during  the  year  54  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural 
districts  attended  for  treatment. 

ANT  E-NATAL  CL  IN  IC  S . 

These  are  held  weekly  at  Hemsworth  and  Fitzwilliam  with  a 
doctor  and  the  local  midwives  in  attendance.  2o6  expectant  mothers 
attended  during  the  year. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 


Two  fully  qualified  midwi-ves  and  one  relief  nurse  were 
employed  in  the  district  and  during  the  year  they  attended  at 
152  confinements.  Gas  and  Air  was  used  in  136  cases,  and 
Pethidine  in  116  cases  • 
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MATERNITY  HO  FES. 


136  women  were  confined  away  from  home  because  of  unsuitable 
home  conditions  or  because  of  medical  condition  requiring  specialist 
care.  Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Manygates  Maternity  Hospital, 
7/akefield  General  Hospital,  South  Elmsall  Ifetemity  Home  and 
Southmoor  Hospital  Maternity  unit  were  the  hospitals  where  these 
confinements  took  place. 

CARE  OF  THE  PREMATURE  INFANT  . 

22  premature  births  were  notified  during  the  year,  each  case 
being  specially  investigated  and  advice  and  help  given  as  required. 

Details  of  survival  of  these  infants  are  as  follows 


1 

1 

Total 

Died  within 

Survived 

Live 

Still 

2 4 hours  1 week 

4 we  e ks 

over  4 weeks 

Domiciliary 

9 

1 

j 

2 i 1 

6 

Institutional 

5 

3 

i i 

— 

4 

Total 

14 

4 

i 

3 ; 1 

10 

There  has  been  a.  satisfactory  improvement  in  the  number  of 
premature  babies  who  survived  in  1954* 


PART'  FOUR. 


CaRE  AND  AFTER  CARE  » 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. 


Three  full-time  home  nurses  made  8,342  visits  to  patients 
in  their  own  homes  during  the  year. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 




Type  of  Case 

No.  of 

case  s 

Total  hours 
employed 

Maternity 

19 

1,86  6 g- 

Tuberculosis 

1 

21 

Aged 

87 

14,381# 

Others 

13 

670 

Totals 

120 

16,939 

The  growing  demand  on  this  service  continues  particularly 
from  the  aged  in  the  community.  The  number  of  hours  available 
has  necessitated  a reduction  in  individual  cases  to  enable  87 
aged  to  be  assisted  as  compared  with  46  in  1953. 
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NAT IQNAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47)  . 


I am  happy  to  report  that  no  cases  during  1954  required 
action  under  this  Act. 

MENTAL  HEALTH. 


The  number  of  patients  under 
at  31.12.54  were  as  follows:- 

supervision  and  guardianship 

Statutory  supervision 

- 26 

Voluntary  supervision 

8 

Guardianship 

1 

PART  FIVE. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


7 ambulances  operate  from  the  South  Kirkby  Depot.  The  staff 
consists  of  one  Depot  Superintendent,  20  drivers  and  3 telephonists. 
During  the  year,  24,777  patients  were  carried  186,020  miles  in 
5,892  journeys. 

LABORATORY  SERVICES. 


The  arrangements  of  previous  years  continue  to  operate 
satisfactorily. 


t 


■ 


■ 
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C Lift  ICS 


PART  S IX. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


AConsultant  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  Hemsworth  with  an 
Assistant  County  Ivfedical  Officer  and  a School  Nurse  in  attendance. 

At  Fitzwilliam  a -inor  Ailnents  Clinic  is  held  weekly  where 
a Health  Visitor  and  a School  Nurse  attend. 

No.  of  pupils  who  attended  during  the  year  were:- 

No . of  children.  Total  attendances. 

Fitzwilliam  232  851 

Hemsworth  340  855 

The  figures  for  Hemsworth  include  a number  pf  children  from 
the  Rural  District  who  were  invited  for  special  examination  by 
the  doctor. 

SCHOOL  {EPICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  Of  787  pupils  examined  187  defects  were  found  and  187 
pupils  were  referred  for  treatment. 

CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS. 


Total  number  of  examinations  in  the 

schools  by  school  nurses:  5, 100 

To  number  of  individual  pupils  found 

to  be  infested:  139 

CHILD  GUIDANCE. 


10  cases  from  the  Urban  District  were  referred  to  the 
Psychologist  for  treatment  during  the  year. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CL  HI  ICS  . 


10  Consultant  Clinics  were  held  during  the  year  and  80  children 
from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  were  dealt  with. 

49  treatment  clinics  were  held  by  the  Orthopaedic  Nurse  and 
46  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  made  734  attendances. 

EYE  CLINICS. 

578  children  from  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  attended 
41  Eye  clinics  held  at  premises  throughout  the  Division.  256 
children  were  prescribed  glasses . 


SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC. 


109  sessions  were  held  and  34  children  from  the  Urban  and 
Rural  districts  attended  for  treatment. 





.... 
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HE MS WORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Sanitary  Inspector ‘s 


Annual  Report  for  the 


Year  Ended  31st  December,  1954* 


Sanitary  Department, 
White  Hall, 
HEMSWORTH . 


Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs*  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval  my  fifth 
Annual  Report  in  which  I give  a review  of  the  work  of  my  department, 
and  of  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining  within  your  district 
during  the  year  1954. 

Two  especially  important  new  items  of  legislation 
concerning  my  department  were  introduced  during  the  year:- 

(1)  The  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act,  1954,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  30th  August,  1954,  providing  statutory 
powers  ....  "to  implement  the  proposals  made  in  the 
White  Paper  'houses  - next  step*  policy  in  November, 

• 1953,  widening  the  scope  of  housing  policy.  In 

particular,  the  new  Act  is  intended  to  facilitate  the 
exercises  of  the  Council's  statutory  responsibilities 
for  the  clearance  and  replacement  of  • slum  houses  and 
the  enforcement  of  substantial  repairs";  and 

(2)  Concerning  the • Slaughter  of  Animals  for  Pood,  the 
surrender  of  responsibility  for  the  slaughter  of • 

animals  and  the  disposal  of  meat  supplies  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  on  the  29th  June,  1954. 

Both  measures  added  considerably  to  the  work  of  my 
department,  as  the  perusal  of  the  meat  inspection  section  within 
this  report  alone  will  indicate. 

It  was  a year  of  progress,  especially  in  the  sphere  of 
housing,  and  notable  for  this  fact  at  long  last  that  the  Council 
was  in  a position  to  make  a start  on  work  to  clear  slum  type 
properties  within  the  district. 

PART  I 


1*  HOUS  H?G . 

(a)  New  Houses  . 


The  Counoil  vigorously  pursued  its  house  building  policy 
during  the  year. 

88  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  and  occupied,  and  in 
order  to  maintain  continuity  into  the  following  year,  a site  plan 
(Kirkby  Road/nague  Terrace,  Hemsworth)  for  further  new  houses 
was  given  approval . 

The  National  Coal  Board  scheme  of  142  houses  at  Fitzwilliam 
was  completed  during  the  year  by  the  completion  and  occupation 
of  34  houses  • 


The  following  figures  show  the  location  of  new  houses 
during  1954:- 

Council  Constructed  Houses: 


Loc  ation 


Houses 


Bungalows 


Sycamore  Road,  Hemsworth. 
Highf  ie  Id  s , He  mswor th  . 
Kinsley* 

Moorshutt,  Hemsworth* 


36 

38 

9 


82 


6 

6 


Total : 


88 
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Privately  Constructed  Houses; 
Location 


Houses  Bungal  ows 


National  Coal  Board, 

Fitzwilliam.  34 

Private  Owners  5 


Total:  39 


The  number  of  new  dwellings  constructed  and  occupied 
during  the  year  was  127. 

1(b)  Sub- standard  Property: 

Fitzwilliam.  and  New  Street  properties  at  -Kinsley  within 
this  category  deteriorated  rapidly  during  the  year,  and  were  a 
continual  source  of  concern.  Some  50  houses  were  under  constant 
surveillance  to  ensure  that  essential  services  were  maintained, 

- major  repair  works  were  out  of  the  question  - and  whilst  there 
?/as  a continuation  of  the  arrangement  whereby  houses  vacated  were 
permanently  closed,  none  could  be  added  to  the  lo  already  closed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.' 


The  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act,  1954,  operating  from 
August,  1954,  opened  up  a nation  wide  slum  cleartance  drive.  The 
Council  were  determined  to  take  every  advantage  of  the  new 
legislation  in  slum  clearance  work. 

A full  inspection  of  Fitzwilliam  Street,  Kinsley,  took 
place  during  the  year,  and  on  the  presentation  of  the  report,  the 
Council  committed  themselves  to. clearing  Fitzwilliam  Street 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Attempts  to  step  up  the  Ministry  allocation  of  houses 
for  slum  clearance  were  made  by  Council  deputations  to  the  Leeds 
Divisional  Office,  where  the  Council's  case  was  strongly 
presented,  backed  up  by  photographs  of  the  properties  urgently 
requiring  demolition. 

Consideration  v/as  also  given  to  properties  in  Hemsworth 
considered  to  be  within  the  meaning  of  this  heading,  viz;  Little 
Hemsworth,  Wakefield  Road,  Green  Hill  and  York  Street. 

At  the  very  least  can  it  be  said  that  the  year  closed 
with  a bright  hope  of  slum  clearance  work  even  though  the  worst 
of  the  slum  type  property  remained  occupied. 

1(c)  Repair  'Works  to  Existing  Houses. 

There  was  a very  real  difficulty  in  effecting  repair 
works  to  properties  within  your  district  during  the  year  due  to 
a shortage  of  tradesmen  available  for  this  type  of  work.  There 
were  delays  - not  alv/ays  understood  by  complaining  tenants  - 
and  repair  costs  were  high. 

Owners  of  certain  privately  ov/ned  properties  v/ere  loathe, 
voluntarily,  to  undertake  essential  repairs,  such  as  repairs  to 
roofs,  gutters,  fall  pipes  etc.  The  tendency  to  allow  existing 
property  to  deteriorate  was  marked  and,  of  course,  regrettable. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  department  gave  attention  only 
to  complaints  made  by  tenants  of  defective  houses  . A systematic 
inspection  of  all  privately  owned  hpuses  within  your  district 
was  not  undertaken  due  to  lack  of  staff. 
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I feel  that  the  overall  position  with  regard 'to 
housing  repairs  is  highly  unsatisfactory. 

The  enforcement  of  repair  works  to  properties  which  are 
not  within  the  category  of  immediate  slum  clearance,  but  yet 
have  a limited  life,  presented,  and  will  continue  to  present, 
a real  difficulty.  A good  deal  of  the  old  property  at  Kinsley 
and  properties  in  Hemsworth,  e ,g • Bailey  Street  and  Pontefract 
Terrace,  come  within  this  category.  Owners  of  this  type  of 
property  plead  that  repair  costs  simply  cannot  be  recovered 
from  rents.  Serious  consideration  of  the  future  of  this  type 
of  property  is  required. 

1(d)  Verminous  and  Dirty  Houses  . 


21  houses  were  either  found  or  reported  to  be  verminous 
and  were  given  an  appropriate  treatment  to  clear  bug  infestations. 

12  Inspections  were,  made  of  Council  houses  at  the  request 
of  the  Council’s  Housing  Committee,  to  investigate  complaints 
of  dirty  houses  . It  has  to  be  reported  that  some  of  the  tenants 
converned  were  a continual  source  of  nuisance  in  this  respect, 
and  nothing  short  of  systematic  inspections  brings  about  any 
i improvement  • 

The  vast  majority  of  the  Council’s  tenants  present  no 
problem  at  all,  and  it  is  rather  unfortunate  that  one  or  two 
tenants  can  mar  the  Council’s  estates. 

1(e)  Council  House  Letting  policy. 


The  Council  continued  the  scheme  whereby  all  entrants 
to  Council  houses  undertook  their  own  removal  arrangements 
following  a prior  inspection  for  suitability.  A spray 
treatment  of  all  bedroom  furniture  was  made  at  the  Council 
house,  and  a fee  of  £l  was  charged  for  this  work  except  in  the 
case  of  aged  person  removals  when  this  work  was  undertaken  free 
of  change » This  arrangement  was  a continuation  of  the  system 
introduced  in  1951. 

1(f)  Housing  Statistics  - Year  1954. 

The  following  statistics  for  the  year  1954  were 
submitted  in  the  Annual  Return  to  the  County  Public  Health 
Department 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  - 3991 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  - Nil. 

1*  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 


(l)(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts) 

218 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 

377 

(2)  (a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (l)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  • 

Nil. 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

Nil. 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
, or  unjurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation . . 77 

(b)  Number  (excluding  th.ose  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above)  found  .not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  132 

2 • Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year. without  service  of 
formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers.  117 

3 • Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  lo  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. 

Nil. 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners 

Nil . 

(b)  By  Local' Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Nil. 

B*  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  b.e 

remedied . 

15 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  .which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  owners 

15 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

Nil . 

C,  proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 


(1) 

Number  of  representations  etc.  made  in  respect 
of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation. 

43 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  . 

Nil. 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders. 

Nil. 

(4) 

Any  action  under  Sections  10  and  11  of  the 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953?  If  so,  what? 

Nil. 
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The  following  Return  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government 

1(g)  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AMD  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 

RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  51st  DECEMBER,  1954. 


PART  A - CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwellinghouses 

Number  of 

demolished  in  the  period 

pers  ons 

Unfit  houses  . Other  houses 

displaced 

(1)  Land  Coloured  "pink” 

Nil. 

(2)  Land  Coloured  "grey" 

Nil. 

PART  B - HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Number  of 

Persons 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS  Houses  displaced 


(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 
procedure  under  Section  II  ....  .. 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an 

undertaking  given  by  the  owners  under 

Section  II,  and  still  in  force  «...  4 

13 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  - 

- 

(2) 

Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1) 

- 

(b)  Demolition  orders  determined  and  closing 
Orders  substituted  under  Section  3(2) 

- 

(3) 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,''  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  lo(l) 

- 

REPAIRS 

INFORMAL  ACTION 

Number  of 
Houses 

(4) 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered 
fit  during  the  period  as  a result  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ..  ..  ..  . . 

117 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

(5) 

Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners  ..  ..  . . . . . . ..  ..  . . 

15 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in 'default  of  owners 

- 
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Number  of 
Houses 


(6)  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  (Sections^ 9,  lo,  11  and  16) 

(a)  By  owners  «.  ..  «.  • . . . • • 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  'owners 


2*  NU ISANCB  . INSPECT  IONS 

A wide  .variety  of  complaints  within  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance"  were  investigated  and 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  responsible  persons  for  abatement. 

The  following  table  is  relevant  to  this  work:- 

No*  inspections  in  1954  for  nuisances  517 


Outstanding  at  the  end  of 

1953 

17 

Nuisances  found  in  1954 

331 

Total  needing  abatement 

348 

Abated  during  1954 

^ 4 

329 

No*  of  summonses  or  other 

legal  proceedings 

5 

Informal  notices  served 

331 

Informal  notices  complied 

with 

311 

Statutory  notices  served 

20 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 

20 

3.  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

(a)  This  was  the  position  within  your  district  at  the  end 
of  1954:- 


I'Jo.  of  houses  within  the  district  3991 

No*  of  pedestal  water  closets  4675 

No*  of  waste  water  closets  5 

No*  of  trough  water  closets  Nil 

No*  of  pail  or  tub  closets  9 

No*  of  privies  with  covered  middens  or  covered 

ashpits  27 

No*  of  privies  with  open  middens  or  open 

ashpits  Nil 

No*  of  houses  drained  to  Cesspools  35 

No*  of  houses  drained  to  small  sewerage  disposal 

plants  3 


3(b)  privy  Closets 


There  were  27  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a reduction 
of  one  on  1953.  These  closets  servo  either  old  properties  due 
for  demolition  or  isolated  property  impossible  to  sewer . 

Intended  clearance  of  old  properties  at  Little  Hemsworth  and 
Green  Hill,  Hemsworth,  will  abolish  the  majority  of  this  type 
of  closet  within  the  district. 

3(c)  Ashpits 


This  type  of  refuse  storage  receptacle  is  no  longer  a 
problem  within  your  district.  Six  only  remain,  four  of  which  are 
used  by  their  respective  owners  as  receptacles  for  salvageable 
materials  • It  is  anticipated  that  the  remaining  two  ashpits 
will  be  abolished  in  the  near  future. 
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3 (d)  Cesspools  - Cleansing 


35  houses  were  drained  to  Cesspools  at  the  end  of  the 
year*  This  was  an  increase  of  2 on  1953.  The  development  of 
Rohin  Lane,  Kemsworth,  is  adding  to  the  number  of  cesspools  and 
this  is  due  to  the  absence  of  a sewer  within  reasonable  distance. 
Obviously  work  under  this  heading  is  increasing  considerably. 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  was  undertaken  by  the  Council  by  means 
of  a mechanically  operated  vehicle  completed  with  pumping 
apparatus.  This  work  cost  £654.  12s.  6d  • for  the  year  ending 
March,  1955.  Comparable  figures  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 

1954  were  £468.  Os.  Od. 

3(e)  General  Position 

99%  of  the  properties  within  your  district  were  drained 
to  the  main  sewer  and  to  one  of  the  three  sewerage  works  within 
your  district.  It  has  to  be  recorded  that  new  housing  at  Hemsworth, 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  all  draining  to  the  main  sewer  added  to 
the  strain  already  imposed  on  the  capacity  of  the  sewerage  works. 

4.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  towns  water  supply  was  obtained  from  the  Barnsley 
Corporation,  and  was  distributed  by  the ■ Hemsworth  Joint  "Water 
Committee.  The  water  is  an  upland  supply  and  comparatively  soft. 

All  the  houses  within  the  district  were  provided  with  a 
.piped  supply  of  water.  From  time  to  time,  complaints  were  received 
with  regard  to  insufficient  water  pressure  at  the  highest' points 
of  the  district,  particularly  from  the  Fitzwilliam  and  Higher 
Tonbridge  Crescefat,  Kinsley  areas.  It  was  understood,  however, 
that  an  investigation  was  being  made  by  officials  of  the  Joint 
W&ter  Committee  and  that  improvements  to  the  supply  throughout  the 
district  could  be  undertaken  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

There  were  no  complaints  with  regard  to  the  quality  of 
the  water  throughout  the  district  during  the  year. 

5.  M&LE  LODGING  HOUSE,  HEBSWORTH. 

2 storey  premises  at  Union  Street  were  (as  in  recent  years) 
the  only  premises  of  their  type  within  your  District.  Efforts 
to  improve  living  accommodation  at  these  premises  continued 
during  1954,  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  the  owner  provided  a 
supply  of  electricity  in  all  rooms,  and  also  a hot  water 
installation  to  the  wash  room.  These  improvements  were  welcomed 
by  the  residents.  , The  owner  was  asked  to  consider  the  provision 
of  floor  coverings  to  the  bedrooms,  and  the  provision  of  Some 
form  of  heating  for  the  two  larger  bedrooms  . 

These  premises  continued  to  be  registered  for  37 
residents,  and  the  average  number  of  residents  in  occupation 
throughout  the  year  was  31.  Regular  visits  and  inspections  were 
made  throughout  the  year. 

6.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES  . 


There  were  3 trades  listed  under  this  heading  within  the 
year  (2  tripe  boilers  and  a Rag  and  Bone  dealer)  . 21  visits  of 
inspection  were  made.  Chimneys  at  the  tripe  boiler  premises 
were  a source  of  nuisance,  but  with  the  ready  co-operation  of 
the  owner  of  the  premises,  the  nuisance  was  abated. 
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PART  II 

7.  POOD  ADI  IIN  1ST  RAT  101/  AI-'.D  USPklCTIQN. 
(a)  Meat  Inspection. 


There  was  considerable  activity  under  this  heading  during 
the  year  under  review.  The  year  can  be  readily  divided  into  two 
parts  . 

(1)  January  to  the  end  of  June  when  the  Ministry  of  Pood 
continued  the  war-time  instituted  control  of  the 
slaughter  of  animals,  whereby  they  were  responsible 

for  (a)  the  supply  of  animals  to  the  Ministry  controlled 
abattoir  in  Market  Street,  (b)  for  the  slaughtering  of 
the  animals  and  (c)  for  the  distribution  of  meat  to 
butchers  shops  within  the  Rural  and  Urban'  Districts  of 
Hems worth . 

(2)  July  to  the  end  of  the  year  when  butchers  were  responsible 
for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  their  own  meat  supplies. 

In  the  early  part  of  1954,  the  Ministry  intimated  that 

their  form  of  control  would  cease  and  that  local  butchers  would 

revert  to  the  pre-war  method  of  obtaining  their  meat  supplies. 

The  problem  locally  was  the  provision  of  sufficient  and  suitable 

slaughtering  facilities  for  the  butchers  who  required  to  slaughter 

their  own  animals  for  human  consumption.  The  Ministry,  all 

health  authorities,  and  indeed  many  connected  with  the  trade, 

v/ere  not  anxious  to  revert  to  pre-war  slaughtering  conditions 

whereby  slaughter  was  undertaken  on  premises  totally  unsuitable 
for  such  purposes . 

The  Council  eventually  decided,  following  consultations  with 
local  butchers,  and  after  consultations  with  the  Ministry  at 
Guildford,  that  the  interests  of  the  local  public  and  butchers 
would  be  best  served  by  the  licensing  of  six  local  premises,  on 
the  Ministry* s understanding  that  the  opening  of  these  slaughter- 
houses was  an  interim  measure  only  until  some  form  of 
centralised  control  of  slaughtering  was  arranged. 

The  second  half  of  the  year  frpm  July  to  Deoember, 
therefore,  saw  a revival  of  pre-war  methods  of  meat  production 
and  distribution.  Your  district  once  again  became  established 
as  a wholesaling  district  in  so  far  as  meat  was  provided  for 
a number  of  butcrers  over  a fairly  wide  area  of  South  Yorkshire. 

Duties  of  meat  inspection  alternated  with  the  Rural 
District  Council  until  June.  This  was  a continuation  of  the 
arrange  inerts  of  recent  years.  Thereafter,  the  inspection  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  within  the  district  became  your  sol6 
responsibility,  apd  the  figures  shown  demonstrate  the 
increased  amount  of  work  v/hich  fell  to  the  Department.  A 
considerable  amount  of  out  of  office  hours  inspection  work  had 
to  be  carried  out.  .However,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  a l00/o 
inspection  service  was  • unde rtaker  and  maintained. 

The  quality  of  meat  undoubtedly  rose  during  the  second 
half  of  the  year  and  a higher  quality  of  animal  was 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 
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The  following  figures  are  relevant  for  the  year 
under  review:- 


January  - June,  1954*  Under  Ministry  of  Food  control 


Cattle 

excluding 
c ows 

C ows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

No.  of  animals  killed 

393 

105 

23 

1773 

953 

No.  of  animals  inspected 

393 

105 

23 

1773 

953 

All  dise-ases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

"Whole  Carcases  condemned 

1 

4 

3 

19 

No.  of  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

155 

47 

1 

819 

301 

% number  inspected  with'  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

39,4 

45  *0 

21.7 

46.3 

33.6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

6 

No.  of  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

60 

45 

40 

% number  inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

15  .5 

44.7 

- 

4.8 

July  - December,  1954 , Private  Slaughtering  at  4 slaughterhouses 


Cattle 

excluding 
c ows 

Cows 

C alve  s 

Sheep 

pigs 

■ No.  of  animals  killed 

3082 

1045 

70 

4087 

2550 

, No.  of  animals  inspected 

3082 

1045- 

70 

4087 

2550 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis; 

"Whole  carcases  condemned 

No.  of  carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

organ  was  condemned 
% number  inspected  with  disease  other 

512 

210 

— 

809 

442 

than  tuberculosis 

16.6 

20  .0 

1.4 

19.8 

17.3 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

No.  of  carcases  of  which  some  part 

4 

6 

- 

- 

3 

or  organ  was  condemned 

222 

244 

- 

- 

44 

% number  affected  with  tuberculosis 

7.3 

23.9 

1 #8 
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The  following  figures  are  relevant  to  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  respective  slaughterhouses. 


Location  of  Slaughterhouse 

1.  Lferkb  t Street,  Hemsworth. 

January.-  June 
July  - December 

2.  King  Edward  Street,  Hemsworth 

3.  Springfield  Vi'lla,  Hemsworth. 

4.  Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth. 


Cattle 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calve: 

393 

953 

1773 

23 

2723 

2057 

. 3672 

12 

no 

169 

129 

13 

130 

256 

188 

43 

119 

68 

98 

2 

3475  3503  5860  93 


The  following  figures  show  the  meat  and  offal  condemned 
during  1954  from  slaughterhouses  within  your  district. 

(1)  Under  Ministry  Control.  January  - June,  1954. 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

4 

Whole  carcases 

25 

ffiiole  carcases 

3 Whole  carcases  4 Whole  carcas 

and  or  $ans 

1 

Pluc  k 

7 Livers 

55 

Live rs 

1 

Liver 

1 pluck 

49 

Heads 

1 

Hind  quarters 

178  Lungs 

95 

Lungs 

4 

He  ad  s 

8 

Udders 

30 

Lungs 

2 

Part  fore 

quarters 

13.6 

Part  livers 

1 

T ongue 

1 

Stomach  & 

....  . 

3Jfesenteries 

The  estimated  weight 

of  carcase  meat 

and  offal  condemned 

was  6, 

030  lbs 

• or  2 tons,  13 

cwts . 3 qrs . lQ 

lbs  . 

(2)  Dondemned  at  the  Four  Private  Slaughterhouses 
July  - December,  1954 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

6 

Whole  carcases 

3 

Whole  carcases 

532 

Lungs  1 

Whole  carcase 

and  organs 

and  all  organs 

2 

Fore  quarters 

and  all  organs 

6 

fore  qua  rters 

37 

He  ad  s 

55 

Livers 

420 

Part  livers 

19 

Livers 

' 

32 

Tongues 

7 

Plucks 

49 

Udder  s 

388 

’Lung  s 

2 

Hind  quarters 

197 

Livers 

170 

Heads 

11 

Stomachs  and 

Jfesenterie s 


The  estimated  weight  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  was 
19,565  lbs*  or  8 tons,  14*  cwts  . 2 qrs  . 21  lbs. 
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The  figures  of  condemnation  are  estimated  to  be  less  than 
5%  of  the  meat  and  offal  inspected,  and  whilst  they  may  appear  large 
in  aggregate,  they  are  not  unduly  so  considering  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered.  Tuberculosis  and  parasitic  conditions  were 
again  mainly -responsible  for  condemnations  and  served  to  demonstrate 
how  essential  it  is  for  a lOO/c.  inspection  ecivioe  to  be  maintained. 

The  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year  under  Ministry  control  was  by  Ministry  contrace 
with  a Barnsley  processing  firm.  Fortunately,  arrangements  were 
made  to  continue  this  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and 
offal  following  upon  Ministry  de-control.  All  meat  and  offal 
condemned  was  stained  with  a green  dye  to  prevent  any  possibility 
of  mis -use  . 

7 (b)  Meat  Distribution  to  Butchers  Shops  within  the  District. 


Under  Ministry  control,  meat  distribution  was  undertaken  by 
a local  contractor  and  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year,  a local  wholesaler,  who  operates 
over  a wide  area  outside  your  district,  improved  his  delivery 
service  vehicle  by  introducing  the  overhead  hanging  of  meat. 

7(c)  Slaughterhouses. 

6 premises  within  the  district  were  licensed  as 
slaughterhouses  following  upon  the  Ministry  of  Food  surrender  of 
meat  control,  but  2 were  not  in  use  as  the  year  ended.  The 
largest  slaughterhouse  within  the  district,  which  was  also  in  use 
as  the  Ministry  abbatoir  prior  to  July  was,  as  in  previous  years, 
a model  of  cleanliness,  and  I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the 
management  concerned  in  this  respect. 

8.  FOOD  HYGIENE. 


87  inspections  were  made  of  food  in  pursuance  of  the 
Cleaner  Food  Campaign  instituted  in  1952  , 

Unfortunately,  pressure  of  work  in  other  directions 
prevented  a sustained  effort  under  this  heading.  The  canteens 
through  out  the  district  were  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and 
improvements  were  effected  to  the  large  food  preparing  school 
canteen  at  Kinsley. 

Shop  keepers  within  the  district,  almost  without 
exception,  were  anxious  to  comply  with  any  requirements 
calculated  to  improve  food  preparation  and  food  handling. 

9.  SHOPS  ACT,  1950  - SECTION  38. 

This  section  refers  to  the  need  for  suitable  and 
sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  for  shop  property.  During 
the  year  inspections  were  made  at  87  premises,  and  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  remedied  at  3 premises, 

10  • MILK . 

By  far  the  bulk  of  milk  retailed  within  the  district  was . 
of  a designated  nature,  i .e  • pasteurised,  sterilised  or  tuberculin 
tested  raw,  or  tuberculin  tested  pasteurised.  There  were,  however, 
3 producer  retailers  of  raw  undesignated  milk. 
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Investigations  were  made  into  a complaint  concerning  a 
dirty  milk  bottle  delivered  by  a dairy  company  from  bottling 
premises  outside  your  district.  Visits  of . inspections  were  made 
to  the  dairy  concerned.  Such  premises  are  invariably  models  of 
cleanliness  - as  this  one  was  found  to  be  - and  when  one  can  see 
thousands  of  bottles  issued  daily,  it  is  indeed  remarkable  that 
more  complaints  of  this  type  are  not  received. 

Complaints  were  made  with  regard  to  the  dumping  of  crates 
of  bottled  milk  by  the  roadside  within  your  district.  Stronger 
measures  appear  to  be  required  to  stamp  out  this  practice. 

The  following  figures  are  the  position  with  regard  to  milk 
supplies  within  your  district 

Mi lk  Supply, 


No-*  of  milk  samples  taken  by  officers  of  your 

Authority  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1938*  . 4 

No*  found  adulterated  Nil.  No*  of  prosecutions  Nil* 

No*  of  samples  of  ordinary  milk  taken  for 

(a)  Jfcthylene  Blue  Test.  No.  satisfactory  Nil. 

No.  unsatisfactory  Nil. 

(b)  Presence  of  Tuberculosis.  No.  negative  4 

No.  positive  Nil* 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during  1954?  No. 
No  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered  21 

The  Mi  11c  (Special  Designated)  (pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations  1949  - 1953. 


Number  of  licences  in  force  for 

De  a le  r 

Supplementary 

(a) 

Pasteurised  milk 

6 

3 

00 

Sterilised  Milk 

11 

1 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  ft 

[ilk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No. 

of  licences  in  force  for 

Dealer 

Supplementary 

(a) 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk 

•- 

1 

00 

Accredited  Milk  (to  30th 
September  1954) 

1 

- 

Number  of  inspections  made  at  premises  of  licensees 


21 
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11.  ICE-CREAM. 


This  commodity  presented  no  problem  during  the  year.  Ho 
ice-cream  was  manufactured  within  the  district  but  29  shop  premises 
registered  for  the  sale  of,  ice-cream  sold  a wrapped  product. 

Sampling  of  ice-cream  was  not  undertaken  during  the  year, 
as  the  department  was  advised  that  all  manufacturers  concerned  were 
under  regular  sampling  control  at  their  respective  premises. 


PART  III 

12.  AT  IDS  PEER  IC  PQLLUT  ION . 

Industrial  sources  of  air  pollution  of  your  district 
during  1954  were  concentrated  at  Fitzwilliam.  The  Coking  plant 
and  the  Colliery  chimneys  were  heavy  pollutors  of  the  atmosphere 
during  the  year.  Domestic  chimneys,  however,  contributed  in  no 
small  measure  to  air  pollution  within  the  district*  In  your 
district,  with  the  considerable  amount  of  house  coal  available,  it 
can  be  appreciated  how  difficult  it  will  be  to  introduce  smokeless 
fuels  to  households  if  smoke  abatement  is  to  have  any  real  meaning. 

12  (a)  t Colliery  Chimneys  . 

12  observations  were  made  of  the  smoke  diecharge  from  the 
Colliery  chimneys  at  Fitzwilliam. during  the  early  parts  of  the  year, 
and  results  shaved  that  there  was  a gross  infringement  of  the  Local 
Bye-laws . An  approach  w as  made  to  the  National  Coal  Board  and 
eventually  a sub-committee  of  the  Council  met  representatives  of 
the  National  Coal  Board  at  the  Colliery  and  inspected  the  boilers 
concerned.  It  was  learned  that  although  the  greater  number  of 
boilers  at  the  Colliery  were  already  mechanically  fired,  there  was 
no  possibility  of  complete  mechanisation  until  an  alternative 
electrical  supply  for  driving  purposes  was  available.  The 
management  assured  the  representatives  of  the  Council  that  every 
effort  would  be  made  to  work  the  . unmechanised  boilers  with  better 
type  fuels  and  that  the  provision  of  an  alternative  electrical 
supply  would  probably  be  made  ' ' within  3 years. 

12  (b)  Fitzwilliam  Coke  Ovens  . 

Every  effort  was  made  to  ascertain  and  to  improve  the 
position  with  regard  to  pollution  from  the  Coke  Oven  plant  at 
Fitzwilliam.  A Council  sub-committee  ms.de  a tour  of  inspection 
of  the  Coking  Plant  during  the  year  and  advice  was  sought  from 
recognised  authorities  on  Coking  Practice  throughout  the  country. 

It  would  appear  that  the  Coking  Plant  is  considered  to*  be  a 
fairly  modern  plant,  combining  all  present  known  methods  to  rae-duce 
air  pollution.  Nevertheless,  from  time  to  time  serious  pollution 
of  the  air  took  place  in  the  Fit  zwi  lliam/Kins  ley  areas  during 
the  year,  especially  noticeable  in  periods  of  fog,  and  properties 
at  Fitzwilliam  and  Kinsley  were  very  much  at  the  mercy  of  the 
wind.  It  is  indeed  unfortunate  that  house  property  and  school! 
property  should  be  in  such  close  proximity'-  to  a plant  of  this 
nature,  as  it  seems  that  such  a plant  cannot  be  operated  without 
some  mea.sure  of  air  pollution  in  the  light  of  the  present 
knowledge  of  Coking  operations.  Fortunately,  there  were  no 
enforced  shut  downs  resulting  in  a complete  discharge  of  gasess 
to  atmosphere  during  the  year. 
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12  (c)  . 


Two  sources  of  smoke  pollution  at  Hemsworth  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year  - Southmoor  Hospital  laundry  chimney  and  a tripe 
boiler  chimney.  In  each  case,  immediate  measures  were  taken  to 
remedy  the  matters  under  complaint. 

One  cannot  leave  the  subject  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 
without  a reference-  to  diesel  driven  road  vehicles.  The  motor 
industry  advises  that  a properly  maintained  diesel  engine  running 
within  its  capabilities  will  not  foul  the  atmosphere.  It  is 
quite  obvious  that  many  diesel  driven  vehicles  wane  not  being 
efficiently  maintained . Some  of  these  engines  are  a particularly 
bad  source  of  nuisance  during-  the  year  and  severe  measures  should 
be  taken  against  offending  owners  of  vehicles. 

Atmospheric  pollution  readings  were  taken  from  the 
equipment  sited  at  Vale  Head  park,  Hemsworth,  and  the  results  month 
by  month  are  shown  for  the  year  in  comparison  with  figures  for  1953  5- 

Soluble  and  Insoluble  Deposits  in  tons  per  square  mile. 


1954  1953 


January 

l0»H  tons,  per  sq.  mile  8.17  tons  per  sq.mile 

February 

6.51 

7.92 

March 

9.66 

22.83 

April 

12  .72 

8.72 

May 

14.46 

12  .20 

June 

w. 

. 9,2  4 

July 

9.10 

13.00 

August 

18.77 

12  .96 

September  ■ 

12  .86 

6.93 

October 

12  .09 

16.85 

November 

14.42 

12  .09 

December 

14.00 

12.57 

144.7 

145.42 

The  figure  for  June, 

1954  is  not  available  due  to  faulty 

equipment  • 

Total  figures  for  yea 

r ending  31st  December,  1951  and 

1952  . 

31st  December, 

1951  - 140 

.6  tons  per  square  mile  . 

31st  December, 

1952  - 132 

.56  tons  per  square  mile  . 

13.  HE  FUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

4 Fords  on  side  loading  refuse  vehicles  each  manned  by  a 
driver  and  a loader  undertook  refuse  collection  in  the  district. 
Each  vehicle  had  its  own  round.  A weekly  collection  of  refuse 
from  all  premises  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  except  on 
occas_ons  of  breakdown,  adverse  weather  conditions,  -etc. 

Refuse  aollection  work  has  steadily  increased  since  the 
Council's  housing  programme  got  underway,  and  during  1954  a further 
127  dwelling  houses  were  added  to  the  refuse  collection  rounds. 
There  was  a slight  readjustment  of  areas  to  absorb  this  work, 
and  the  combined  ccsspool/refuse  collection  vehicle  was  brought 
into  extra  use  on  refuse  collection. 
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In  your  type  of  district,  refuse  tends  to  be  haarvy, 
especially  during  the  winter  months;  furthermore,  a considerable 
quantity  of  coal  waste  (shale)  has  to  be  moved.  This  work  is 
often  arduous,  especially  in  periods  of  bad  weather,  and  your 
collectors  are  to  be  congratulated  on  maintaining  a reasonably 
efficient  local  service. 


13(a)  Refuse  Disposal. 


of. 


All  refuse  was  dispose^  by  the  use  of  controlled  tipping 
methods,  and  the  quarry  at  Shaw  Hill,  Hemsworth,  owned  by  the 
Council,  was  utilised  for  this  purpose.  As  in  previous  years, 
careful  attention  was  necessary  to  avoid  fires  on  and  in  the  tip, 
and  to  prevent  a nuisance  by  wind  scattered  papers  . One  man  was 
employed  full  time  on  refuse  disposal  work  levelling  the  tip.  It 
is  estimated  that  he  dealt  with  8,000  tons  of  refuse  during  the 
year  • 

13(b)  Future  Refuse  Tipping  Sites. 


As  it  was  anticipated  that  your  quarry  tipping  space  at 
Shaw  Hill  would  be  filled  in  by  refuse  early  in  1955,  new  sites 
were  sought  during  the  year  under  review.  The  Council  were 
eventually  .succes sful  in  obtaining  a suitable  site  at  the  Hemsworth 
Brickyard  quarry,  and  this  accommodation  should  be  available  for 
a number  of  years  . 

13(c)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Costs. 

The  following  figures  are  relevant  to  costs  under  this 
heading  for  the  year  ending  31st  Llarch,  1955  . Comparative  figures 
for  1954  are  shown . 


1954/55 . 1953/54. 


• 

£ 

s . 

d. 

£ 

s . 

d. 

(1) 

Wages 

4065. 

9. 

11. 

406  3. 

11. 

4. 

(2) 

petrol 

579. 

12. 

3. 

653. 

14. 

3. 

(3) 

Oil 

10. 

18. 

7 . 

25. 

15. 

o. 

(4) 

Repairs,  Insurance  and 

Licenc  es 

- 570  • 

15. 

1. 

662. 

1. 

8. 

(5) 

Cesspool  convertable  refuse 
collector/cesspool  vehicle 

357. 

13. 

2. 

239. 

17  . 

3. 

(6) 

Stores,  protective 

clothing  etc. 

134. 

16. 

4 . 

181. 

8. 

3. 

£571$ . 

5. 

5. 

£5826. 

8. 

3. 

Repair  works  to  vehicles  were  undertaken  by  the  local' 
Fordson  dealer. 


13(d)  Dustbins. 

The  replacement  of  worn  out  dustbins  at  privately  owned 
dwelling  houses  was  a source  of  difficulty  during  the  year.  This 
was  due  to  the  absence  of  firm  legislation  placing  the  onus  of 
renewing  worn  out  dustbins  specifically  upon  either  the  owner 
or  the  tenant  of  the  property. 
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5 instances  of  renewals  of  dustbins  were  pursued  to  the 
local  Magistrates  Court/  when  appeals  against  your  Notices  were 
eventually  settled  to  give  some  form  of  clarity.  Notices  were 
served  on  owners  of  property  in  all  instances  of  dustbin  renewals  . 

13(e)  Salvage  (Yv'aste  Paper)  . • 

There  was  a steady  demand,  by  the  paper  mills  for  baled 
waste  paper  throughout  the  year  . Thera  was 'no  separate  collection 
of  waste  paper  as  distinct  from  refuse  collection  within  your 
district,,  and  the  quantity  shown  below  was  taken  during  the 
normal  refuse  collection  rounds  . 

T ons  • Cwt . Qr.  £ s.  d. 
1954  Waste  Paper  48*  17*  J.  306.  7.  9. 

There  were  no  compeer  able  figures  for  1953  as  there  was 
no  market  for  waste  paper. 

13  (f ) Scrap  Tins  . 


There  was  a market  for  this  type  of  material  and  your 
refuse  tipping  attendant  was  reponsible  for  extracting  out  of  the 
refuse  as  much  of  this  material  as  possible.  The  scrap  tins 
were  disposed  of  by  the  Yorkshire  Scrap  Service  Committee.  The 
following  figures  are  relevant. 

Tons  . Cwt . 

1954  Scrap  Tins  11.  9. 

1953  Scrap  Tins  10 . 15. 

14  f FACTORIES. 

3^  premises  were  registered  as  factory  premises  within 
the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year.  No  serious  matters  requiring 
my  attention  were  encountered  during  period  of  inspection,  and  the 
standard  of  sanitation  was  satisfactory  at  all  premises. 

The  following  information  was  given  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  factories  within  the 
district  during  1954:- 


Qr . £ s . d . 

0 . 34.  / » 0 • 

3.  32.  7.  3. 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 
prosecuted . 

1.  Factories  in  which ’Sections 

1,2, 3,4  & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(i  .e  . factories  with  no 
mechanical  power) • 

6 

12 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 

1 to  which  Section  7 applies 
(sanitary  accommodation),  i »e  . 
factories  with  mechanical 
power  . 

26 

114 

1 

3.  Other  premises  under  the  Act, 
i .e  . "Works  of  Building  etc. 

L 

3 

9 

- 
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Particulars  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found  Remedied 

1*  Want  of  cleanliness  2 2 

2.  Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  1 1 

3*  Insufficient  Sanitary  ' 

■ conveniences  1 1 

4.  Unsuitable  or  defective 

Sanitary  conveniences  1 1 


(Sections  1,2, 3,4,  6 and  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
refer  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation, 
drainage  of  floors  and  sanitary  conveniences  respectively)  . 

15.  ROD  EFT  CONTROL- 

There  were  no  serious  infestations  reported  or  found 
within  your  district  during  the  year,  as  in  previous  years,  the 
main  source  of  rat  infestations  was  to  be  found  on  allotment 
property  throughout  the  district,  and  to  a less  degree  at  the 
3 Sewerage  Works.  A num.be  r of  farmers  had  their  farms  under 
contract  to  the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for  the 
clearance  of  rats  and  mice;  non-c ontr acting  farms  were  given 
periodic  inspections  by  your  rat  catcher,  and  more  especially 
was  attention  given  to  these  premises  during  the  seasonal 
threshing  of  corn  ricks.-  • 

You  employed  one  man  part  time  on  rodent  control  work 
throughout  the  district.  He  gave  treatment  to  122  minor 
infestations  during  the  year,  and  made  392  inspections  for  the 
purpose.  A mixture  of  warfarin  and  oatmeal  bait  was  in  regular 
use;  permanent  bait  points  were  established  on  allotments  and  at 
Sewerage  Works.  It  must  be  recorded  that  this  recommended 
procedure  for  treatment  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  was  extremely  successful.  By  the  use  of  these  methods, 
rat  infestations  never  reached  serious  proportions  . 

An  alarming  incident  recorded  during  the  year,  fortunately 
not  repeated  but  a warning  nonetheless,  was  a report  received 
concerning  a small  child  who  consumed  a quantity  of  warfarin 
bait.  The  child,  fortunately,  suffered  no  permanent  ill-effects. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Council’s  representative  on 
the  Committee  constituted  from  a number  of  adjacent  Local! 
Authorities  to  discuss  rodent  control  problems,  took  an  active 
part  in  these  discussions.  Meetings  were  held  at  Pontefract 
and  at  Barnsley  during  the  year  and  had  the  active  support 
of  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries . 
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16.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES . 


Enquiries  were  undertaken  in  all  reported  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases  during  the  war  end  the  relevant  details 
passed  on  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

17  . PET  ROLSUM  L IC  SRC  ES  . 


12  premises  -were  licersed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  within  the  district  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  2 
on  the  previous  year,  and  visits  of  inspection  were  made  for 
re licer.s ing  purposes. 

IS.  CONCLUSION  • 

In  conclusion,  may  I thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Committee  for  the  interest  and  confidence  held  in  me  during 
the  year  under  review.  My  thanks  are  proffered  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  his  support  at  all  times  and  may  I also 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  indoor  and  outdoor  staffs 
of  the  Council  for  their  ever-willing  assistance  throughout  the 
year  • 


I am,  Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs*  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully. 


C .H.  SEAL, 


Sanitary  Inspector 


